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Introducing Cllr. Kerry Chapman

DONATE 
YOUR 

PRE-LOVED 
ITEMS

Following the latest 
Government announcement 
in relation to Covid-19, our 
‘Bag It Up For Bluebell’ days 
are temporarily suspended. 

Please keep checking on our 
website for updates.

Thank you for your patience 
and understanding.

www.bluebellwood.org

Due to Coronavirus and Government restrictions on holding face to face 
meetings the Parish Council is continuing to hold its meetings via zoom. 

Members of the public are welcome to join the meeting virtually and  
joining instructions can be found on each agenda posted on our website  
5 days before the scheduled meeting date.

All Council meetings start at 6.30pm and have a 20 minute public question 
time at the beginning.  

Future meeting dates are as follows:

 Date Meeting

 15th April Ordinary and Premises Meeting
 22nd April Finance and Events Meeting
 13th May Annual Meeting, 
   Ordinary and Premises Meeting
 20th May Finance and Events Meeting
 17th June Ordinary and Premises Meeting
 24th June  Finance and Events Meeting
 15th July  Ordinary and Premises Meeting
 22nd July  Finance and Events Meeting

We hope to see you there, remember this is your community!

Have Y our Say!

Available to Hire
Brinsworth Parish Council

THE PAVILION
The Pavilion has a spacious hall, smaller hall, 

kitchen, toilets, office & storage space

For more information contact the Parish Council office 
01709 916890 (option 1) / email: brinsworthpc@hotmail.co.uk

A fantastic venue for smaller groups & parties

Please keep a look out on the 
Parish council website for updates 

on when we can re-open.
Please call us for your 

bookings for 2021 & beyond.

As a new member of the Parish Council, I wanted to 
say ‘hello’ & tell you a little bit about myself . . .

I live in Brinsworth with my husband and two daughters. I have had  
connections with Brinsworth my whole life from attending the pre-school, 
nursery, junior and comprehensive schools, working my first jobs at the 
Handyman Centre and Chip & Scales on a Saturday, buying our first home 
to my own children now attending those same schools. 

I work full-time as a Company Secretarial Assistant and in my spare 
time enjoy walking our dog, reading, baking and have an obsession with  
ancient history, particularly Ancient Egypt!

After attending a Parish Council meeting and learning of a vacancy,  
I decided to find out more and wanted to get involved. I look forward to 
supporting the Parish Council in the future, hopefully contributing a new 
point of view, and representing a younger demographic.

Have You 
Seen Our 
New 
Website?
The Parish Council has 
launched its new website 
which now complies 
with new Government 
legislation.  

On it you will find all sorts of  
information about the Parish 
Council and its activities.  There is 
also a page for The Centre and the 
library.

Go along to:
www.brinsworthparishcouncil.
co.uk and take a look.

If you would like us to add anymore 
information to the site please get 
in touch!

Volunteer 
With Us
If you want to help your 
local community, meet 
new people, or gain new 
skills to enhance your 
CV, Brinsworth Parish 
Council & The Centre 
have a number of 
volunteering 
opportunities.

We’d love you to become a vital 
part of our volunteering team to 
help shape and transform The  
Centre and Parish Council into  
vibrant and enjoyable community 
hubs.

Whether you want to help in the 
Library, assist in the Café, welcome 
visitors to The Centre, or fancy 
doing a bit of gardening work, we 
would like to hear from you.

Please email brinsworthpc@ 
hotmail.co.uk or give us a call 
on 01709 916890 for more  
information.

 - PHOTOS NEEDED -
   If you would like to see your photo on the front cover of the next edition, 

please send them to brinsworthpc@hotmail.co.uk

Bluebell
Wood

CHILDREN’S HOSPICE
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Welcome to the first newsletter of the new year, 
our Spring Edition. 
As we all know this last 12 months have 
been unprecedented in the effect it has 
had on our daily lives, and lockdown 
restrictions along with cancellations of 
events that would normally have seen 
us coming together as a community, 
have all been hard to come to terms 
with, but throughout all this the Parish  
Council has continued to function to 
the best of its capabilities. To that end 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the members of the team 
for their hard work in maintaining  
that semblance of normality.  

We have packed a lot into this edition to give you a flavour of the 
many things that have been taking place and the variety of community  
involvement that has continued. 

The new library is now open, and you can read more about it op-
posite, but the removal of the old building left us with a dilemma 
about what was going to happen to the land on which it stood. As is  
often the case in these situations’ rumours began to circulate about several  
proposals and suggestions from individuals ranging from a car park to a 
memorial garden named with some local connection. None of these had 
any real substance and ultimately were never going to happen, the land 
is owned by RMBC and their plan was to sell it on the open market with  
planning permission.  I was acutely aware that public opinion was in  
favour of the land remaining as green open space so with that in mind 
I had several conversations with RMBC Officers to persuade them that 
this would be an ideal opportunity for them to demonstrate their policy  
of making positive improvements to the local environment a reality  
especially in Brinsworth which has had and continues to suffer from air 
pollution. I am pleased to say that through the Parish Council we have 
been able to secure the land in its current state on a leasehold basis. 

All Councils at this time of year must set out their budgets for the  
coming year by determining the Parish Precept. We are conscious that this 
is always a contentious issue as there are pressures on all of us in a world 
of ever-increasing financial demands set against reductions in income. 
We are by no means exempt from this and trying not only to maintain 
the services we provide to the community but always attempting to  
improve those services is always difficult. However once again after another  
successful year of prudent financial management, we have been able to 
set the Precept for 2021- 2022 at 6.45% which along with the 1.39% added 
for the Tax Base will result in an increase of 8%. This is a reduction overall 
on previous years and equates to £ 11.56 per annum or 3p per day on a 
Band B property. 

As I indicated at the beginning this is our Spring Edition and spring is a time 
of new beginnings and a fresh hope for a better year, so with that in mind 
let us hope that with the roll out of the vaccination programme we will see 
a return to some kind of normality and a brighter future. 

Chairman’s Update . . . 
Hope Springs Eternal

Alan Buckley

In response to growing concerns as to the longevity of the structure and 
its fitness for purpose, the Parish Council decided to enter into discussion 
with RMBC in order to explore ways of replacing it.  Over the next few 
years a number of ideas were proposed but for a variety of reasons never 
came to fruition.

Finally, with the development of the Field View estate and the subsequent 
Section 106 monies deriving from, a clearer way forward emerged.  The 
Parish Council allocated space at the side of its existing Pavilion for the 
new library to be built. 

The construction of the library was funded by the Section 106 monies 
and match funded by RMBC capital money and the new library opened its 
doors to the public on 2nd March 2020.

In return for the building the Parish Council agreed that they would take 
over the day to day running costs of the library from April 2021 allowing 
RMBC to make savings on its revenue expenditure.

So that’s the background and here we are fast approaching April 2021.  

Brinsworth Community 
Library
Around 1975 Brinsworth inherited a wooden single 
storey structure Library from Wath & over the years 
it continued to serve the community adequately.  

REMEMBER - ‘HANDS. FACE. SPACE.’
HANDS - wash your hands regularly and for at least 20 seconds.

FACE - wear a face covering in indoor settings where social distancing 
may be difficult, and where you will come into contact with 

people you do not normally meet.
SPACE - stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with 

where possible, or 1 metre with extra precautions in place 
(such as wearing face coverings)

Approximately 1 in 3 people who have coronavirus have no symptoms 
and could be spreading it without realising it.
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From April 2021 onwards the current RMBC 
staff employed in the library will hand over 
the reins to the newly appointed library  
supervisor and move onto their new posts at  
alternative RMBC libraries.  The library supervisor  
will be joined by a group of volunteers to provide 
all the services that you have come to expect.

RMBC will still provide the books and IT  
equipment required to run the library and will 
continue to provide training support.

For the first couple of months you will see no 
difference in how the library is run.  However, 
looking forward, and in consultation with users, 
we want to look at revising the opening hours to 
meet users requirements  and look at any other 
groups and services we can possibly offer.

This is now your community library and its  
longevity is now guaranteed as it is no longer 
at risk of Government enforced budget cuts.  So 
please have your say and let us know what we 
you would like to see.

Photos showing the old and new library, 1st 
ground dug by the Parish Council, through 
to reins being handed over by the builders,  
official opening from the Chairman and use of 
facilities before Covid-19.

If Your DOG
does a POO
Please 
put it in a 
litter bin.
PLEASE HELP KEEP OUR 
OPEN SPACES CLEAN.

KEEP BRINSWORTH TIDY

Useful Numbers
Local Helplines
Brinsworth Parish 
  Council Office 01709 916890 (option 1)
The Centre  01709 916890 (option 2)
Weldricks Brinsworth 01709 378320
Weldricks Catcliffe 01709 382266
Brinsworth Medical Centre 01709 828806
Treeton Medical Centre 01142 692600
Cohens Chemist Treeton 01142 939039
Brinsworth Dental Surgery 01709 364717
My Dentist Brinsworth 01709 830373
Brinsworth Post Office 01709 364798
Rotherham District 
  General Hospital 01709 820000
RMBC - General Enquiries 01709 382121
RMBC - Streetpride: 01709 336003
  (Waste Collection, Pot Holes, 
  Parking Issues, Fly Tipping / Litter, 
  Street Lighting, Blocked Gullies etc)
RMBC - Council Housing 01709 336040
Concerned About a Child 
  or Young Person 01709 336080
Rotherham Heroes Volunteer Programme
  (for emergency help during Covid-19) 
 01709 807319

National Helplines
Police/Ambulance/Fire - Emergency 999
Police Non-Emergency  101
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111
Neighbourhood Watch 01162 293118
Gas Emergencies 0800 111 999
Power Cut 105
Water Emergencies 0345 1242424
BT Residential Faultline 0800 800 151
NHS Advice  111
Book a Covid-19 Test 119
Samaritans 116 123
Childline 0800 1111
Citizens Advice Bureau 0344 411 1444
National Debtline 0808 808 4000
Drinkline 0800 917 8282
Crisis Loan Service 01709 835162
Andys Man Club info@andysmanclub.co.uk
Tax Credit Helpline 0345 300 3900
Age UK Advice 0800 678 1602
State Pension Enquiries 0345 606 0265
National Rail Enquiries  0345 748 4950
Travel Line (Local Transport) 01709 515151
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The current 11 Parish Councillors meet regularly 
to discuss how best to maintain and improve 
the community assets they have responsibility 
for, such as our parks, community buildings and 
any pieces of common land in their care.

So what have these 11 volunteers done for the 
village since they were elected?

The Centre 
The biggest and most costly project by far, that 
was years in the planning before it opened its 
doors on the 9th of November 2018.  This is our 
greatest community asset, and we are the envy 
of many other parish councils.  

Brinsworth Library 
Many, many years ago the Parish Council  
started its quest to get a purpose-built library 
for Brinsworth and in January 2020 the new  
library opened its doors to residents.  This  
project will ensure Brinsworth enjoys a library 
facility for many years to come and will be safe 
from any future RMBC cuts to the service.

Dog Bins 
A successful bid to the Ward Councillors  
leadership fund and match funding from the  
Parish Council saw the installation of 3  
additional dog bins in the area which are  
emptied and maintained by the Parish Council 
staff.  We are looking for additional sites to put 
more bins on in the future.  Sites must be off  
the public highway, ideally on a grass verge, so if 
you can think of appropriate sites please let us 
have your thoughts.

Community Events 
Each year the Parish Council put on community 
events for residents.  These include the village 
fete, fireworks display, remembrance service, 
Christmas lights event and the civic service.  
We are working with The Centre to bring even 
more events in future such as Easter Egg hunts, 
Brinsworth in Bloom, and other competitions.  
If you would like to see us put on anything  
specific, why not get in touch?

New Play Equipment 
The play equipment is professionally checked 
monthly, but some pieces of equipment  

although still perfectly usable have now 
seen better days.  The cost of replacing the  
equipment is awfully expensive but the  
Council started a program of replacement in 
2020.  Most of the costs have been met by 
the Parish Council reserves along with 2 suc-
cessful funding bids from the Ward Councillors  
leadership funds.  This is most definitely a work 
in progress, but the Council would be keen to 
hear what play equipment residents would like 
to see.

Outdoor Gym Equipment 
In 2019 the Parish Council purchased 6 pieces 
of outdoor gym equipment which were place 
around the footpath on Brinsworth Playing 
Fields.  This equipment is extensively used, and 
we hope to see more of you using it when the 
warmer weather arrives.

Hanging Baskets & Christmas 
Lights 
With the exception of 2020 the Parish Council 
engages Brinsworth Academy to provide the vil-
lage with a splash of colour in the form of hang-
ing baskets for the warmer months.    The winter 
months of 2019 and 2020 have been brightened 
up by the twinkling Christmas lights.

The list above is just a few examples that the 
Parish Council has worked on, other new and 
ongoing projects being worked on are:
A tree maintenance program to reduce disease 
and overhanging branches; Footpath repairs on 
all our parks; Resolving field drainage problems; 
Looking into the cost of more lighting on our 
parks; Football pitch improvements; Upgrading 
of the Pavilion and its facilities; Replacement 
of the bowling green spectator shelters and 
relandscaping the surrounding area; Improv-
ing the appearance of the common land of St 
George’s Drive.

Please remember that the Parish Council are al-
ways keen to hear from residents so if you would 
like to make any suggestions on how the Parish 
Council can improve the village parks & commu-
nity assets please have your say by emailing the 
Clerk at brinsworthpc@hotmail.co.uk or better 
still, pop on to one of the zoom meetings!

Parish Projects Past, Present & Planned
It’s almost 5 years since the last round of Parish Council elections were held & in May 2021 residents 
get to elect who they want to represent them until May 2024.  



7

Community 
Heroes
A big thank you to local ladies.
Rita Litchfield, Ann Baughan, Margaret  
Rollinson, and friends have been raising funds 
for Rotherham Hospice for many years.  The  
ladies spend their free time making crafted 
cards, small shopping bags, face masks and  
lavender bags and sell them to raise funds for 
this worthy charity.  

Last year the ladies raised £210 despite the  
restrictions of lockdown.

When restrictions are lifted and The Centre  
reopens, we will be pleased to sell their goods 
at reception so please pop in and take a look!

Community 
Corner 

Local Heroes
The Parish Council would like to say a special thank you to  
Mr & Mrs Platts who came to our attention this Winter. 
They entered our Christmas Lights competition with pictures of their garden that went on to win the 
main raffle prize, and we have received a letter from another resident praising the work they do to 
decorate their house and garden every year to raise money for Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice. 

Mr Platts has been decorating his garden for over 20 years, and after suggestions from others,  
decided to use the opportunity to raise money for the children’s charity as Christmas is a time for 
children. With people able to post donations through his letterbox, Mr Platts has raised over £4000 
over the years, and even built the sleigh himself.

And the charitable work doesn’t stop there – his son collected food for Rotherham Food Bank over 
the Christmas period. Both have been amazed at the amount of support the people of Brinsworth 
have given, especially in these difficult times. 

Aged 79, Mr Platts is already planning this year’s Christmas display so if you get chance to have a 
walk down Kynance Crescent to see his work later this year, please remember to make a donation to 
Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice.



The principal inscription is as follows; “Sacred 
to the memory of Ernest Albert Watson, 11th 
Company, 3rd Regiment Imperial Yeomanry,  

who was killed in action at  
Rietfontein South Africa, on 9th of 
August 1900, aged 24 years. “Dulce 
et Decorum, Est pro patria mori” 
This memorial was raised by public  
subscription.”

The moment the covering fell away 
the Volunteers presented arms & the 
band played the National Anthem.

Sadly, today the monument is a shell 
of its former self with the magnificent 
obelisk also missing.

Source: Rotherham Advertiser 
Saturday August 24, 1901
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Friends of St George’s Churchyard Updates
Boer War Memorial

Covid-19 & The Annual St George’s Churchyard Clear Up Day

FRIENDS OF ST GEORGE’S CHURCHYARD ARE 
CURRENTLY FUND RAISING TO REPAIR THE  
VILLAGE BOER WAR MEMORIAL. HERE’S A BRIEF 
HISTORY OF THE MEMORIAL AND WHY IT IS SO 
IMPORTANT TO THE VILLAGE.

Located at the top of the steps to the left of St 
George’s Church, Brinsworth, within the church-
yard itself, is a monument to Trooper Albert  
Ernest Watson. The monument is now sadly 
in a pretty poor state. Few people notice the  
monument or know the story of the ceremony 
to unveil it. 

Trooper Watson was killed, in what later  
became known as the 2nd Boer War, on the 9th 
of August 1900. He was the son of the 
late postmaster at Canklow and before  
going out to South Africa was  
employed in the pit at Canklow as  
one of the under-workmen. His  
fellow-workmen wanted to erect a 
memorial for him, and it was a great 
wish and hope that Lord Scarbor-
ough should attend the unveiling. The  
memorial was paid for by public  
subscription and raised around £65. 

Trooper Watson had volunteered his 
services for his country in January  
1899. He went out with the Yorkshire  
Dragoons, which formed part of the 
3rd Battalion of Imperial Yeomanry 
and was the first regiment of that force to 
land in South Africa. From April that year the  
regiment formed part of a column under Lord 
Mehuen, and for months was almost constantly 
engaged with the enemy. It was in early August 
1900 that the column encountered Boer forces 
under Christiaan De Wet. An action was fought, 
and the enemy were driven out of their position. 
Two days later, on the 9th of August, the column 
overtook the retreating Boers, which resulted in 
action. The regiment was ordered to attack and 

capture a chain of heights beyond the hills, and 
it was during that action that Trooper Watson 
lost his life. The troop to which he belonged was 
ordered to rush a Kipje (a small hill) held by 200 
of the enemy. They did so gallantly, galloping 
up to within fifty yards of the Boers` position, 
who were practically entrenched behind wall 
enclosures. They drove them out but in doing 
so and before they had accomplished their ob-
jective they came under extremely heavy fire 
at very close range. It was at that moment that 
Sergeant Martin and Trooper Watson lost their 
lives, and four other men of the troop were  
severely wounded. It was a gallant action, and 
all those who took part in it received great 
praise for the part they played.

The scene in the churchyard at the ceremony 
was impressive. There was a big crowd, and the 
military element was represented by several  
Imperial Yeoman and other returned fight-
ing men, who like the Yeoman were in khaki  
uniform, and the Rotherham Volunteer  
detachment, under the command of Captain 
Rhodes. The clergy and the choristers in their 
surplices completed the scene. Also present 
were the Church Lads` Brigade. 

Lord Scarborough said that he was honoured to 
be invited and gave a summary of the circum-
stances of Trooper Watson’s service and demise 
and thanked those in attendance.

After a short religious service Lord Scarborough 
unveiled the obelisk. The shaft and base of the 
obelisk were made from Aberdeen granite and 
the darker middle portion was Swedish granite. 
The memorial stood thirteen feet high and was 
supplied by Messrs Clarkson & Co. of Rotherham. 

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions and subsequent lockdowns we were unable to carry out our usual 
annual clear up in the churchyard.  

Like many other groups and charity organisations Covid-19 has restricted our ability to carry  
out our usual fund-raising activities leaving our funds for maintenance and future improvement 
works rather depleted. Fortunately, the churchyard is again looking rather neat and tidy thanks to 
the help of our three ward councillors; Alan Buckley, Nigel Simpson and Adam Carter who have 
made donations from their community leadership funds which has enabled the tidy up to be com-
pleted, we give them a huge vote of thanks. We now look forward to the weeks ahead when the 
flower beds can be transformed with spring bulbs.

We are always looking for volunteers to join our group so if you can spare any time to help out 
with a bit of gardening, maintenance or funding raising please get in touch!



following our recent polls.  Our afternoon teas 
are still very popular, Valentines and Mother’s 
Day being a complete sell out.

Lockdown has given us the time to finish our 
Wedding brochure and planning the Weddings 
available at The Centre.  With our modern airy 
facilities and newly created garden area we are 
set up to cater for your special day.  We have 
a team of staff that will be available to look  
after your every wish and create a special day 
to remember and remain a treasured memory 
for you and your guests.  We know that in these  
difficult times, you are not able to finalise a 
date, but if you would like to see copy of our 
Wedding Brochure to plan for the future, please 
email enquiries@thecentrebrinsworth.co.uk. 

The Trust is busy planning lots of events from 
the July onwards and also working with the  
Parish Council to put on the regular Community  
events, but we are obviously going to be  
governed by Covid-19 and whatever  
restrictions are in place at the time.  We will 
hopefully be able to bring you the details in the 
Summer edition of the newsletter, but, in the 
meantime keep an eye out on the Parish Council 
notice boards and on our Facebook page.

Hopefully soon we will be able to welcome you 
back to The Centre even if this is just for a coffee 
outside, our outside seating and parasols are 
ready and waiting for when we can. Until then 
we hope you all stay safe and well and thank you 
for your continued support!
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We were enabled by funding from the  
National Lottery and Brinsworth Parish Council, 
to help provide Brinsworth with a community 
facility they and others want to use for their  
educational, social & wellbeing activities. 

What Do We Do?   Our aim is to provide a top 
quality, thriving community hub that promotes 
personal development, healthy lifestyles, well-
being, community engagement and inclusion. 
The Centre are also able to host private &  
organised social functions for all.   

For those of you that have used The Centre on a 
regular basis, you know the importance and the 
value and sense of community we have been 
trying to create.

The lifeline that these different activities 
have created for the vulnerable, lonely and  
isolated, as well as the community spirit  
generated through regularly meeting up to  
participate in your favourite activity, cannot be 
underestimated.

Since March 2020, we at The Centre, along with 
many of you,  have had to make many changes.  
We have not been able to continue with our  
activities other than for vital Children’s services, 
Andy’s Man Club and essential training/ 
education for the Construction Industry.  
Strict adherence to all Covid-19 Regulations 
is being observed and we are compliant with  
Government and Local Authority Restrictions.

We have, however, managed to adapt to the 
unusual circumstances that we are all in at the 
present time which means that The Centre will 
be able to open again fully with all our groups, 
activities and classes as soon as we can.   We 
cannot thank the people, businesses and  
volunteers in Brinsworth that have helped week 
in week out since the first lockdown, their help 
and contributions have been immeasurable.  

We have continued to help provide for the  
elderly and vulnerable residents of Brinsworth, 

Susan Widdowson - The Hospitality Managers Update 
On the 9th November 2018 The Centre opened its doors for the first time.  

with the Hot Food Project.  Since March 2020 
we have delivered over 13,000  meals.  We have 
had a few slips and slides with the snow but still  
managed to deliver them all. Our local PCSOs,  
Tony and Glynn, have been a godsend.  We 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
our volunteer drivers that have given up their 
time, Kay Adams, Kay Hollis, Rob Walker, Caro-
line Taylor, Gill, Diane Fitzmaurice and Alice 
Widdowson and a massive thank you to our café 
staff, Pauline Smout, Lisa O’Neill, Tina Russ, Lou-
ise Duke and Bev Hopkins who have prepared, 
cooked and served the meals.

Christmas 2020 was far different from anything 
anyone could have imagined.  The Centre did 
however try and add some sparkle to every-
one with our beautiful window displays, hand  
painted windows by Lucy Strutt, decorated trees 
and our dancing Santa who kept many of the 
children entertained on their walk to school. It 
was a shame we were unable to proceed with 
the events we had planned, following on from 
the success of Christmas 2019.  We all hope 
that Christmas 2021 will be one we can all have  
together.

The Café at The Centre is now operating a 
takeaway service and are looking at a delivery  
service, which residents have asked for  
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Residents Letters  “Hot Food”

I just thought I would drop you a line to say 
how much I appreciate all the hard work that 
you and your fantastic team put in to providing 
meals for my extremely vulnerable, disabled el-
derly parents.

Twice a week my parents have a beautiful 2 
course meal delivered to their door.

It’s amazing that people keep giving to the cause 
so you guys can provide a hot meal to those who 
need it. What’s even more impressive is that my 
dad has a gluten free diet only and you have 
gone over and above to find out what he can 
and can’t eat to ensure he doesn’t eat anything 
that would make him ill.

The meals that you guys cook and deliver have 
made a massive difference to my parents and 
also to me giving peace of mind that they are 
having a couple of warm meals a week.

Thank you to everyone for their donations of 

money, food and time to a cause close to my 
heart.

If I can ever help, don’t hesitate to ask.
S Millard-Sleight

n

Many, many thanks for the wonderful meals. I 
have eaten every one and enjoyed well cooked 
and variations.

It’s lovely to be receiving and the visits of the 
delivery people who always smile!
Thank you everyone.
S. Battersby

n

We would like to express our thanks and  
gratitude to everyone concerned in doing the 
hot meal service, providing meals to the elderly 
and vulnerable.

It has been invaluable to us personally as we 
have been unable to go food shopping as  
often as we would like due to shielding or  
health issues.

Once again, thank you and keep up the  
good work.
B. Berry

Partnership Working at its Best!
Brinsworth Academy have been working with The Centre to help  
support our community. 

Andy’s Man Club
ANDYSMANCLUB is a men’s 
peer-to-peer mental health  
support group operating across 
the UK. 

Starting off as one group in the town of Halifax 
in 2016, what started as 9 men turning up and 
speaking in one room has now expanded to 40 
groups across the country. There was a magic in 
that room that everyone knew had to be shared. 
We knew other guys across the country needed 
this same experience. 

Words cannot express how rewarding it is to see 
guys still with us and improving their lives on a 
weekly basis! 

We have groups operating in Sheffield 
and Rotherham, close to Brinsworth and 
new participants are always welcome at  
ANDYSMANCLUB. 

Email info@andysmanclub.co.uk if you would 
like additional information or details!

   Dear Centre Manager . . .

The work that The Centre does to support  
people in our community is invaluable and so 
our students wanted to help. We have donat-
ed large amounts of non-perishable food to 
The Centre, to support their Hot Food Project. 
This would not have been possible without the 
tremendous support of our students and their 
families. 

Our students 
were also keen 
to support  
i s o l a t e d  
members of 
the commu-
nity during this 
lockdown, and 
so some of our 
students have 
been busy 
writing letters 
that are de-
livered with 
the food par-
cels that The  
C e n t r e  
creates. 

We are passionate about allowing our  students 
to play a positive role in our community and we 
will continue to support The Centre and any 
other local projects. If as a community, there are 
any suggestions for how Brinsworth Academy 
students can support local projects then please 
contact cmellon@brinsworth.rotherham.sch.uk 
with your ideas.
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Active Regen
Active Regen have been unable  
to run exercise classes for older 
people in the Pavilion due to 
lockdown, so they have taken 
things online!
They are now running FREE online chair fitness 
classes throughout lockdown.

Sessions are 30 minutes and take place on 
Tuesdays 10.30am - 11.00am and Thursdays 
10.00am - 10.30am. 

To get the Zoom link to join in the fun, 
or for more information please email  
ian.huddleston@activeregen.co.uk 

Wild at Heart with Sheffield & 
Rotherham Wildlife Trust 
Wellbeing through Nature Connection
Taking a short morning walk gets your body 
moving and can improve your mood. Try  
tuning in to what is around you, looking for 
3 good things in nature whilst you are next  
visiting your local shop. The more you do it the 
more it becomes a habit that supports your 
wellbeing. 

If you can’t get outside to enjoy your local area, 
you can look out your window and turn your  
attention to the natural world. Even better if you 
open the window and allow some fresh air in. 

Notice where the trees are - have they lost 
their leaves? Do any still have green leaves? 
What birds or animals can you spot? Looking for 
buds, tiny signs that plants are getting ready to  
blossom as the days lengthen and the sun 
warms the soil. 

Mindfulness, helps us focus on the experiences  
and feelings of the present, by training our 
minds to slow down and be in the moment. 
Try our relaxing Mindfulness Walk. Wrap up 
warm, and get out for your walk and head for  

somewhere green: your local park, or river,  
or street lined with trees. As you walk, 
or upon finding somewhere comfortable  
to sit - begin to slow yourself down, relax 
your mind and muscles, and tune in to your  
surroundings. Take each of your senses in  
turn and pay attention to your present  
surroundings. 

Listen: Can you hear bird song, water rushing, 
people talking, leaves rustling?  Smell: Can 
you smell the earth, freshly cut grass, a woody 
smell, cooking food?  Sight: What colours can 
you see? How does the light fall on the ground?   
Feel: Can you feel the sun or wind on your face? 
Are you chilly, or toasty warm?  Feelings: How 
do you feel right now? Do you feel yourself 
winding down and relaxing? You can create lots 
of little mindful moments so that gradually over 
time you are noticing nature all around you as 
a regular part of your day. Give it a go and see 
how it feels!

To find out more visit https://www.wildsheffield.
com/discover/your-community/wild-at-heart/

Tim’s Yoga & Pilates
Yoga has many benefits, including improved flexibility, strength, joint 
mobility, as well as the postural improvement benefits. 
Yoga has mental health benefits, due to the 
meditative and calming (through breath, con-
centration and holding of poses).  Pilates works 
on improving stability, posture and strength, 
through effective and safe movement patterns. 
All classes have modifications so the complete 
beginner to the experienced can take part.  
People with minor injuries/issues can also be 
accommodated (do ask first), with adaptations, 
where necessary.

During lockdown, regular contact through our 
classes, has greatly helped people’s mental 
health and well-being.  It’s helped mine too!

Age range is 16 upwards, younger adults 

can take part in online classes, if supervised. 
Class price is £4 per class (no extra charge for  
additional household members for online  
classes) and classes are streamed via ‘Zoom’ 
(full details how to join are on the website).

Tuesday  Yoga  9.30am  - 10.30am
Wednesday Pilates  6.00pm  - 7.00pm
(offer 2 for £6.00) Yoga  7.15pm  - 8.15pm
Thursday Yoga  9.30am  - 10.30am
Saturday Yoga  10.00am - 11.00am
Sunday Yoga  9.45am  - 10.45am
Email: timspilatesandyoga@gmail.com
www.timspilatesandyoga.godaddysites.com
Facebook/Instagram: Tim’s Pilates and Yoga. 
Tel: 07951 152415

Online Church Services from 
The Rivers Team
The Rivers Team is part of the Church of England, within the 

diocese of Sheffield. 

We are one parish covering the five communi-

ties of Brinsworth, Catcliffe, Treeton, Tinsley and 

Waverley.

Our services are currently being streamed live 

every Sunday at 10.30am on our Facebook page 

and YouTube Channel.   

For more information please visit our website 

http://www.therivers-team.com/

WEDDING 
PACKAGES 
@The Centre
Let us cater for         
all your needs.
The Centre, BRINSWORTH LANE, 
BRINSWORTH, S60 5BU
email: enquiries@
thecentrebrinsworth.co.uk
Tel: 01709 916890 option 2
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At Brinsworth Academy we believe that the 
Mental Health of our students is of the utmost 
importance, so during this week our students 
were given the choice of 28 different activities 
(from drawing, to going for a walk, or having a 
virtual trip around a zoo) and they could pick as 
many as they wanted to complete to help them 
focus on their mental health.

We had so many students send in their work 
and here are a few examples:

  ‘I will now do colouring when I am feeling 

stressed as it calmed me down’ Year 7 student.
   ‘It was nice doing something different, I loved 
baking with my mum’ Year 9 student.
   ‘I chose this based on one of the mindfulness 
colouring pictures I did some flowers and then I 
put the quote I made up for mental health week 
“blossom into your own flower and be yourself 
always” this is because we should be ourselves 
and be no one else! I hope you like it!’ Year 7 
student.
   ‘I made a glitter jar; it helps me when I get 
angry as I just shake it, and as it settles, I settle’ 
Year 8 student.

If this is something that you would like to try, 
here are some of the activities that our students 
did to help their mental health: Yoga; Dancing 
around a room to your favourite song; Baking; 
Going for a walk outside or having a go at a Joe 
Wicks PE lesson; Online experiences - Chester 
Zoo is doing virtual tours; Learning a new skill 
like British Sign Language; Colouring/Drawing; 
Writing a short story; Brain Dump - non-stop 

The Brinsworth Academy community have 
pulled together to raise over £2,500 for Bluebell 
Wood Children’s Hospice in a touching tribute 
to former student Nathan Howson who died  
suddenly last year.

Nathan, who was known for his kindness, gen-
erous spirit and love of animals, died last sum-
mer following a bleed on his brain. The previ-
ously healthy 15 year old underwent emergency  
surgery and other medical treatment at  
Sheffield Children’s Hospital, but the damage 
to his brain was extensive and he passed away 
shortly after falling ill.

Nathan, from Rotherham, was then moved to 
Bluebell Wood where his family were able to 
spend their final precious moments together in 
the hospice’s peaceful surroundings.

His legacy of kindness continues after his death, 
with the teenager helping to change the lives of 
six other people through organ donation.

Now, to honour their former classmate who 
friends described as having a “heart of gold”, 
the Year 11 group at  Brinsworth Academy are 
raising funds for the place he spent his final  
moments.

Richard Travis, Nathan’s science teacher and Head 
of Year 11 at Brinsworth Academy, said helping to 
organise the fundraiser has been an ‘emotional 
and humbling’ experience, “Nathan was a lovely 
young man and was very well-liked by everyone 

who knew him at Brinsworth Academy,”

“Obviously it came as a real shock to us all and, 
because of the way things were at the school in 
terms of the restrictions, we didn’t really have 
the chance to mourn together as a group”
We all wanted to do something to pay tribute to 
Nathan and raise funds for Bluebell Wood, which 
came at the suggestion of his mum, Donna. 

The students discussed it and, mindful of the 
latest restrictions, decided to do a sponsored 
walk which everyone could talk part in as part 
of their daily exercise.

Nathan was a very family orientated, good  
natured young man and a winter walk seemed 
very apt. The year group as a whole, and  
particularly members of his form, were heavily  
impacted by his death and they have  
responded fantastically.

“In many ways his passing has brought people 
together and there has been a real sense of 
community cohesion.

“All in all we’re incredibly proud of everyone 
and how they’ve stepped up and contributed in 
what we know are very uncertain times.

“These wonderful gestures really do demon-
strate what we have in our community.”

Nathan’s classmates and school staff have 
so far raised £2,648 for Bluebell Wood, with  

donations still coming in from the many  
classmates, friends and school staff who took on 
the challenge in his memory.

Anna Gott, Regional Fundraiser at Bluebell 
Wood, said: “It’s very clear that Nathan was a 
remarkable young man whose loss is felt deeply 
by those who knew and loved him.

“Here at Bluebell Wood we do everything in 
our power to be there for families facing the ut-
ter devastation of losing a child, and it was an 
honour to be able to give Nathan’s family the 
chance to make memories they will always carry 
with them.

“So it was incredibly kind of Nathan’s family to 
suggest supporting Bluebell Wood through this 
inspirational challenge in his memory.

“It really has been a phenomenal effort by all  
involved and everyone should be incredibly 
proud of what they’ve helped achieve in the 
most difficult of circumstances.

“Thanks to your support and kindness we can 
continue to be there for local families when 
they need us the most.”

writing for 5 minutes of everything that is in 
your head; Taking a 30 minute Social Media 
break - no phone, no laptop, no internet

Where to get help?
If you are struggling with your mental health 
there are many agencies that can support you:
www.thinkyouknow.co.uk
www.withmeinmind.co.uk
www.kooth.com
www.mymindmatters.org.uk
www.youngminds.org.uk
www.samaritans.org/tel: 116 123
www.mind.org.uk
www.relaxkids.com/UK
www.papyrus-uk.org
Rotherham CAMHS Crisis team 01709 304808

Worried about your safety and well-being or 
that of another child
Rotherham safeguarding hub - 01709 336080
Sheffield safeguarding hub - 01142 273 4855

A Tribute to Nathan 
Brinsworth Academy in moving tribute to former student who spent his
final moments at Bluebell Wood.

Children’s Mental Health Week at 
Brinsworth Academy
Monday 1st February - Friday 5th February 2021 was Children’s Mental Health Week. 
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How are Brinsworth Parish 
Councillors elected?
Parish Councillors are elected to represent a 
geographical area known as ‘The Parish’. They 
are elected by people who live in the area every 
four years at the same time as RMBC local Ward 
Councillor elections.  

To stand as a candidate at any election a  
nomination paper must be submitted to RMBC’s  
Monitoring Officer. The nomination paper 
gives details of name, address and political  
description (if any).

All nomination papers require a signature 
from two (one proposer, and one seconder)  
registered electors within the Parish. The  
proposer and seconder must be on the RMBC 
electoral register that is in force on the 25th 
working day before the poll.

If a seat becomes vacant mid-term (or if there 
are not enough candidates to fill all Council 
seats at election time) the Council will hold a  
by-election. If no one stands for election the 
Council may then co-opt members.

Once elected, Parish Councillors can sit on the 
Parish Council for a maximum of 4 years. If after 
that time, you wish to stay in post then you will 
need to stand for re-election.

Next time you get your voting slip have a look 
for your Parish Council candidates and have 
your say on who should be elected.

What do Brinsworth Parish 
Councillors do?
Councillors have three main areas of work:
1.  Decision-making: through attending meetings 
and committees with other elected members, 
Councillors decide which activities to support, 
where money should be spent, what services 
should be delivered and what policies should be 
implemented;
2.  Monitoring: Councillors make sure that 
their decisions lead to efficient & effective  
services by keeping an eye on how well things 
are working;
3.  Getting involved locally: as local  

FAQ’s - Election Special
representatives, Councillors have responsi-
bilities towards their parishioners and local  
organisations. This often depends on what the 
Councillor wants to achieve and how much time 
is available.

The day-to-day work of a Councillor may  
include:
• Going to meetings of local organisations
• Going to meetings of bodies that affect 
the wider  community, such as the Police, the  
Highways Authority, Schools and Colleges
• Bringing parishioners concerns to the  
attention of the Council

Could I be a Brinsworth Parish 
Councillor?
As a Councillor you can become a voice for 
the community of Brinsworth & effect real 
change. It helps if you’re a ‘people person’ who 
enjoys talking to other residents but, more  
importantly, you need to have the concerns and 
best interests of the Parish as a whole at heart. 
Councillors are community leaders & should 
represent the aspirations of the public that they 
serve. 

How much time does it take 
up & when? 
On average, less than a couple of hours a week. 
There are some Councillors who spend more 
time than this – and some less, but in the main, 
being a Parish Councillor is an enjoyable way 
of contributing to your community and helping  
to make it a better place to live and work.  
Council meetings are always held in the evening 
– as are most meetings of the other groups which  
Councillors attend on the Council’s behalf.

Talking and listening to your fellow parishioners 
can be done at any time but you must be able 
to spend a couple of hours every month (in the 
evening) attending the Council meeting.

Am I qualified to be a Parish 
Councillor?
Most people are. However, there are a few  
basic rules. You have to be:

• A British citizen, or a citizen of the Common-
wealth or the European Union, and
• 18 years or older on the day you become 
nominated for election, and
• Live or work in or near the Parish.
• You cannot stand for election if you:
-  Are the subject of a bankruptcy restriction 
order or interim order
-  Have, within five years before the day of the 
election, been convicted in the United Kingdom 
of any offence and have had a prison sentence 
(whether suspended or not) for a period of over 
three months without the option of a fine.
- There are also some other disqualifications  
relating to candidacy, but they are too complex 
to outline here.

How much does an election cost 
the Parish and who funds it?
• If the current 11 Councillors all stand for  
re-election and are unopposed the cost is £500.  
• If only 9 current Councillors stand for  
re-election and 2 new candidates stand the cost 
is £500.
• If there are more than 11 candidates  
standing to be elected as a Parish Councillor  
this cost rises to approximately £6,000.

The cost of the election comes directly out of 
the Parish precept, no additional funding is  
given from Central Government.

When are the next Parish 
Council Elections?
They are currently planned for 6th May 2021

How safe will the election 
process be due to Covid-19?
RMBC are working hard to ensure that all  
residents who wish to vote in person, rather 
than the postal vote option, can do so in a safe 
and secure manner.  When we have more details 
we will share this information on our Facebook 
page and website and in also our noticeboards.

Brinsworth & 
Catcliffe Ward 
Cllr. Alan Buckley
01709 369260 / 07775 822147  
alan.buckley@rotherham.gov.uk
Please do not hesitate to contact me where I will  
continue to help my constituents as best I can.

Cllr. Adam Carter
01709 255924 / 07490 921955  
adam.carter@rotherham.gov.uk
I can be contacted any time by phone or email 
with any issue, no matter how big or small. 

Cllr. Nigel Simpson
01709 255946 
Facebook: @brinsworthcouncillor
nigel.simpson@rotherham.gov.uk
I am available 7 days a week by email. 
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Spring is the most active time to be in the garden. Using all the pent-up energy we’ve accrued over winter, 
head outdoors to clean out & prepare garden beds, repair hardscaping, do a little pruning & 
moving, & start the growing season off right. 
1. Time for a spring inspection
On one of the first warm days of spring and head 
out to the garden. Take note of:
• Cold, ice or snow damage on plants.
• Beds that will need to be cleaned out.
• Hardscaping elements: walls, fences,  
 benches, sheds, trellises that have moved,  
 bowed or rotted. 

2. Address hardscaping issues first
Time to repair damaged retaining walls, level 
out steppingstones, clean out gutters, and fix 
fences, benches, decks, sheds, trellises, window 
boxes and raised beds.

3. Do a thorough spring clean-up
Ideally just before spring bulbs start to pop 
up, clean the plant debris out of garden beds.  
Maintaining good hygiene in garden beds will 
help keep pests and diseases at bay. 

4. Test garden soil
Experts recommend testing garden soil  
every 3-5 years to see what nutrients or organic 
materials it needs & which it has too much of.

5. Feed soil
A good general practice is to top dress soil 
with an inch or two of compost, humus and/or  
manure in early spring; just before or as 
bulbs start to emerge. Earthworms and 
other garden creatures will work these 
organic materials down into the soil. 

6. Get out a sharp pair of pruners
Spring is a good time to prune some woody 
shrubs and trees. 
• Start by pruning out anything that has been  
 broken or damaged by winter ice, snow and  
 cold. Remove any dead wood. 
• Follow the general rule that flowering  
 shrubs which bloom on new wood (this  
 year’s growth) can be trimmed in spring. 
• Spring is also a good time to shear back 
 evergreens.
• DO NOT prune early flowering shrubs and  
 those that bloom on old wood (last year’s  
 stems) like azalea, forsythia and lilac in  
 spring. Or you’ll risk cutting off this year’s  
 flower buds. You might not be able to see  
 them, but they are there, so resist the 
 urge to prune.    

7. Divide perennials & transplant 
shrubs
In early spring when they are just beginning to 
pop up, divide and transplant any perennials 
that have outgrown their space or grown large 
enough to split. 

Evergreen shrubs can be moved in early spring 
before their new growth appears or in early fall 
to give them enough time to re-establish their 
roots before winter. Deciduous shrubs can be 
moved almost anytime they are not in bloom 

and the weather is mild. If you move them while 
they are dormant, there will be less stress on 
the plants, and they will be more likely to spring 
back into action quickly. 

8. Put out any necessary supports like 
trellises & stakes
If you’ve brought a trellis into the garage or shed 
for winter, early spring is a good time to bring it 
back out into the garden. Make sure it’s sturdy 
and apply a fresh coat of paint if needed before 
using it again. If you grow peonies, delphiniums, 
or any other perennials that require support, set 
them out now or get them ready to go. 

9. Plant your spring containers & 
borders
Though most annual flowers need the soil 
to warm up a bit before planting, some cool  
weather loving plants like pansies and  
osteospermum daisies won’t mind planting 
them in the garden early. Fill spring containers 
with sweet alyssum, lobelia and petunias too. 

10. Be ready to take cover if freezing 
temperatures are in the forecast
If you garden in an area where late spring frosts 
and freezes are a possibility, be prepared to  
cover up plants that have tender emerging buds 
or foliage if freezing temps are in the forecast. If 
the buds haven’t begun to open yet, there’s no 
need to cover them.

Community 
Garden Project
In 2019 the Parish Council gave the go ahead 
to create a garden space for residents to enjoy  
using a piece of land situated next to the  
Bowling Green.  This area will also be available 
to guests hiring The Centre as an outside space 
for wedding photos etc.

Our Attendants started by removing the old 
bowling spectator shelters, unsightly fences and 
unkept borders, whilst rescuing as many existing 
plants as possible.

Steps and paths were built, an arbour, archways 
and a water feature were purchased, and resi-
dents kindly donated plants, picnic tables and 
plant pots.  Climbers were planted to cover the 
remaining fencing and planters were upcycled 
from old changing room benches.

In lieu of the Remembrance Day service, the  
Parish Council purchased a memorial bench 
which now takes pride of place in the garden.

What Next?
This year we were successful in obtaining a 
grant from our Ward Councillors to construct 
new bowling shelters which we are hoping to 

start building in the spring months.

We want to continue the planting scheme 
outside of the new library and alongside the 
play area and would like to create more shrub 
beds on the playing field to give it a bit more  
character. 

We have applied for more trees through the 
Woodland Trust scheme so we can add to the 
new ones that were planted last year.
The Parish Council is also charged with looking 
after the common land on St George’s Drive, 
and we are hoping to make this area look more 
appealing with more plants and shrubs.

Can You Help Out?
If you have any spare bedding plants, shrubs and 
cuttings please get in touch and we will make 
good use of them around the garden, playing 
field and St George’s Drive common land.

If anyone wishes to volunteer to help with any 
of these projects please do get in touch, we can 
always use a helping hand!

Please email brinsworthpc@hotmail.co.uk 
if you can help in any way or would like more  
information.
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Christmas 
Lights
Our Christmas Lights competition 
in December showed us how 
much effort Brinsworth residents 
put into making the area look 
really festive.
Thanks to everyone who took part.

Congratulations to those who won prizes from 
the raffle that all photos were put into. 

Above are just a few of the entries we had. 
(Winner on page 7).

Keep an eye out for future competition winners 
on our website.

    Brinsworth  
   In Bloom

 It certainly seems early to     
  launch a competition ending         

    in August, but now is the time  
  to make a start on this one! 

We would love to see the work Brinsworth 
residents do in their gardens this spring/

summer, so we are holding a 
gardening competition. 

Prizes include: £25 voucher, £10 voucher, 
Afternoon Tea for 2

Get planting now to be able to send us 
your entries in the summer – we’ll remind 

you again nearer the time! 

There will also be a children’s category for 
under 12’s to win a shopping voucher, so get 

outdoors and see what you can create.

Email a picture of your garden, along 
with your name and address to 

brinsworthpc@hotmail.co.uk by 
Friday 6th August 2021.

Brinsworth 
Word Scramble
1.  ETHILHILW ORDA 

2.  ST OSGRGEE RHDARYCHUC 

3.  THE REETH SEIPGAM 

4.  HET ECRNTE

5.  TRTISHY AMLFE

6.  ORISHYREK ERIRTRE 

7.  HRRWNTOBSI AADMEYC 

8.  SIORNBHRWT NAEL 

9.  WSRBIHRTNO BIALRYR 

10.  TS WDARENS RCUCHH 

11.  WTHRIRBNOS YAIPLGN LSEDFI 

12.  HRWNOITRSB HARPSI CNOUILC

13.  MENLIMILUN KRAP 

14.  TEH YRSWIASFA 

15.  TNOEB LEAN

ANSWERS PAGE 17

APRIL BEES BIRDS BLOOM BLOSSOM 
BUTTERFLY DAFFODILS EGGS FLOWERS GREEN 
GROWING HATCH  MARCH MAY RAIN 
ROBINS SPRING SPROUTING SUNSHINE TULIP

 R B M G N I T U O R P S D B A

 I D S Z O S P U G I I L F Q B

 V F Y R K U W P L G I E S S Z

 R D A L E S R C H I R N G A S

 T A U U F W J I E G P E Q G O

 S F I C Y R O B I N S B E E S

 U F S N C G E L J J Z J I N P

 N O W T E N G T F G F Q L K R

 S D Q B C D H N T A R F M B I

 H I H M L F P T I U K S Q J N

 I L B L O O M A Y W B H W H G 

 N S D R I B S I I Q O Z Q Z M

 E L U C Y R B S T L R R Y Y I

 P U R T W K P Z O M S C G F N

 H A T C H C R A M M K Q V M K

  Spring 
       Word 
   Search

Brinsworth 
Parish Council 

wish you a
Happy
Easter
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Brinsworth & Whiston 
Medical Centres
A year we wish to forget but never will.
Get through this together we surely will.
Looking back at March 2020 when Covid-19 was declared a pandemic, 
lockdown announced, and restrictions put in place - a moment of despair  
struck - it’s amazing realising how far we’ve come and how many  
problems we’ve solved. 

Plans had to be put in place instantly to keep patients and staff safe whilst 
continuing to deliver a high standard of care for patients who needed it.  

We gave up our branch surgery to be used as a hot site to attend to patients 
with suspected Covid-19 symptoms for the greater good of the Rotherham 
community but it was also beneficial to our patients as it made our main site 
at Brinsworth safer for all other patients.

To facilitate this and reduce footfall we adopted telephone and video  
consultations, patients were encouraged to use technology to request  
prescriptions etc. 

Face to face consultations were conducted, where deemed appropriate, 
with full care taken. 

Within the practice one-way traffic, social distancing, use of PPE, and 
temperature and symptom checking on entry, were implemented. We 
ensured patients who needed monitoring were done regularly.

The changes came with their limitations too – patients who did not have 
access to technology felt cut off – the worried and fearing patients did not 
come forward with their problems.

A big THANK YOU to our patients, for their understanding and adhering to 
all the requirements.

Whatever the changes, we want to reassure patients we are here for you.  
Our vows to you will not change come what may.

Reception opening hours Mon to Fri 8.00am - 6.30pm  01709 828806
If you need to contact a doctor when the surgery is closed please call 111. 

NHS 111
Coronavirus
The NHS has put in place measures  to ensure the safety of all 

patients and NHS staff while also ensuring services are available 

to the public as normal.

NHS 111 has an online coronavirus service that can tell you if you 

need medical help and advise you what to do. 

Use this service if:

 • You think you might have coronavirus

 • In the last 14 days you’ve been to a country or area with a high  

  risk of coronavirus – see coronavirus advice for travellers and a  

  list of high risk countries on nhs.uk

 • You’ve been in close contact with someone with coronavirus

Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. Stay indoors and  

avoid close contact with other people. Call 111 if you need to speak 

to someone. Further information and details of how to self-isolate 

are available at www.nhs.uk.

REMEMBER: HANDS • FACE • SPACE

Treeton Medical Centre
Covid-19 Vaccination
We are currently vaccinating patients, in the first four high priority groups 
highlighted by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
(JCVI).  If you are eligible for a vaccination you will be contacted and an  
appointment will be arranged at one of the centres throughout Rotherham.  
Alternatively, you can book an appointment at one of the mass vaccina-
tion centres, such as Sheffield Arena. You can do this through the national 
booking service which can be accessed at www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination.  
Anyone unable to book online for the mass vaccination centres can call 
119 free of charge, anytime between 7am and 11pm seven days a week.

PLEASE NOTE THIS ONLY APPLIES CURRENTLY TO PATIENTS AGED 50 AND 
OVER OR CLINICALLY EXTREMELY VULNERABLE.   FURTHER AT RISK GROUPS 
WILL BE ABLE TO USE THIS SERVICE WHEN THEY BECOME ELIGIBLE

Corona Virus (Covid-19)
Due to the current Covid-19 pandemic the majority of GP appointments 
will still be conducted over the telephone or video consultation.  We are 
now beginning to increase our face to face appointment for nursing staff 
to ensure patients who need to be seen are seen.  Please do not attend 
surgery unless you have been advised to do so.  Do not attend the surgery 
if you suspect you have Covid or isolating due to a family member unless 
advised to do so.

If you are advised to attend surgery for a face to face appointment we 
advise you attend with your own face covering.  Please do not attend 
to surgery more than 5 minutes prior to your appointment time due to  
limited waiting area.   You may be asked to wait outside if the maximum 
numbers of patients is reached within the waiting area.

Repeat Prescription requests: We are encouraging patients to sign up  
online via the Rotherham Health App so that these can be completed  
electronically. https://rotherhamhealthapp.com/splash.  If you still have 
paper prescriptions, please write your nominated pharmacy and your up 
to date contact details on the request.  All new requests will only be sent 
directly to the pharmacy.

We will continue to update our webpage and social media platforms with 
any further updates.

Please note we do not have the resources to respond to any questions via 
our Social Media Platforms. Thank you for your support & understanding.

The Carers Resilience Service team
The Carers Resilience Service team, who facilitate the carer drop-ins, 
can provide information and signposting on the support and resources  
available to help carers in Rotherham. For more information please call 
01709 360272 and ask to speak with one of the Carers Resilience.

Zero Tolerance
The surgery operates a zero tolerance procedure in conjunction with 
NHS England and South Yorkshire Police.  The practice will not tolerate  
patients who are violent, abusive or use foul language to staff and ancillary 
staff.  Action will be taken against anyone found to have used any of the 
afore mentioned forms of unacceptable behaviour.  This also applies to  
electronic media behaviour such as emails, face book and twitter.  Any 
proven threats made against the practice and its staff will be forwarded 
to the police.

Update contact details
Please update your contact details if they have changed, this will enable 
the practice to contact you for routine or urgent matters. If you have a  
mobile phone, please let the surgery know, this will enable the practice to 
send an appointment text reminder to you.   

Practice Website
http://www.treeton.gpsurgery.net/
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Thousands of feral cats live in derelict factories, 
cemeteries, alleyways, gardens, and general  
outdoor spaces in and around the Rotherham  
and Sheffield area. They are the offspring 
of lost or abandoned domestic cats and left  
unneutered, have reached epidemic numbers. 
Because they have not been handled by humans  
as kittens, they are rarely candidates for  
adoption. However, if the kittens are caught 
young enough and receive socialisation, they 
are taken into foster care until they are ready for 
adoption.  Our feral cats are ideal for outdoor 
homes such as stables, smallholdings, farms, 
large gardens etc. They require daily feeding and 
dry shelter but earn their keep as an effective 
rodent patrol. 

Our rescue team usually neuter and return feral  
cats to continue living where they are, provided  
they are being fed and have someone to 
keep an eye on them. Sometimes though cats  
cannot be returned to site due to redevelop-
ment, demolition, an unsafe environment, no 
one to feed them, hostile people etc, and for 
these we seek suitable new outdoor homes. 

Word Scramble Answers
• Whitehill Road  • St Georges Churchyard 
• The Three Magpies  • The Centre 

• Thirsty Flame  • Yorkshire Terrier 
• Brinsworth Academy  • Brinsworth Lane 
• Brinsworth Library  • St Andrews Church 

• Brinsworth Playing Fields   • Brinsworth Parish Council 
• Millennium Park  • The Fairways
• Bonet Lane

Ingredients
Almond paste 250g/9oz caster sugar
  250g/9oz ground almonds
  2 free-range eggs, beaten
  1 tsp almond essence

Cake 175g/6oz butter or margarine
  175g/6oz soft brown sugar
  3 free-range eggs, beaten
  175g/6oz plain flour
  Pinch salt
  ½ tsp ground mixed spice   
  (optional)
  350g/12oz mixed dried fruit  
  55g/2oz chopped mixed peel
  ½ lemon, grated zest only
  1-2 tbsp apricot jam
  1 free-range egg, beaten 
  for glazing

www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes

Easter Simnel Cake Recipe
Method
1. For the almond paste, place sugar & ground almonds in a bowl. Slowly add some  
 beaten egg & mix to a soft consistency.
2. Add almond essence & knead for 1 min until smooth & pliable.
3. Roll out a third of the paste to a circle 18cm/7in in diameter, save the remainder  
 for cake topping. 
4. Preheat oven to 140C/275F. Grease & line a 18cm/7in cake tin.
5. For the cake, cream butter & sugar together until pale & fluffy. Gradually beat  
 in the eggs until well mixed, sift in the flour, salt & mixed spice (optional) a little 
 at a time. Add mixed dried fruit, peel & grated lemon zest & stir.
6. Put half the mixture in a greased & lined 18cm/7in cake tin. Smooth the top  
 & cover with the circle of almond paste. Add the rest of the cake mixture & smooth 
  the top. Bake for 1¾ hours. Test by inserting a skewer in the middle - if it comes  
 out clean, it’s ready. Remove from the oven & set aside to cool on a wire rack.
7. Brush the top of the cooled cake with  apricot jam. Divide the remainder of the  
 almond paste in half; roll a circle to cover the cake & form 11 small balls.
8. Place the circle of paste on the jam glaze & set the balls round the edge. Brush 
 the cake topping with a little beaten egg.
9. Grill for 1-2 min, or until the top begins to brown. Alternatively, lightly use a cook’s 
  blow torch, until the marzipan is golden-brown.

Uncared for and allowed to breed unchecked, 
the life of a feral cat is short, miserable, and 
full of suffering.  However, once neutered and 
provided shelter and a reliable food source are 
available, the feral cats can live long and healthy 
lives.

Could you provide a home for any of our cats? 
Indoors or out. Please contact us on 07976 230 
999 or message us on Facebook. 

We also provide advice, free equipment loans, 
transportation to and from vets, cat food and 
shelters.

We are entirely dependent on donations 
and every penny we receive is spent on cats 
in crisis, cats living on the edge, and never 
on administration or expenses. To donate  
towards spaying/neutering &/or the feeding  
programme please visit website for details on 
how to donate (https://friendsofferals.co.uk/). 

Thank you so much for being a Friend of Ferals.

Friends of Ferals
We are Friends of Ferals and this is what we do . . .

Pets Corner
Parasites & Your Pet

New life is all around us during spring, sadly this 
also extends to some of our more unwelcome 
species. Fleas, ticks and worms all start to grow 
in number around Easter as the weather warms 
up. This increases the chances of your pet com-
ing into contact with them, and potentially get-
ting infected. A parasitic infection can be very 
uncomfortable for your pet, and for more seri-
ous cases, such as dogs infected with lungworm, 
or ticks carrying Lyme disease, an infection can 
even kill. 

Parasites can live on our pets, or even inside 
them, and sometimes they can live on us too. 
Parasites are found in all our pet species and are 
a frequent reason for our pets to end up at their 
local vet!

Parasites are easily prevented by speaking to 
your vet about spot-on, tablet or collar treat-
ments. Your vet’s recommendation will depend 
on your location, the species of your pet, and 
the current risk. We recommend dogs and cats 
are protected year-round from fleas and worms 
as, despite seasonal peaks, these can infect your 
pet throughout the year. Ticks are generally only 
seen in warmer months, and prevention can be 
seasonal in many cases, although year-round 
protection is recommended for higher risk pets. 

c/o Vets4Pets - Rotherham



24 Station Road, Treeton 
Rotherham S60 5PN 

Tel: 01709 839 539   Tel: 0114 269 2835

G. E.
FOERS
& CO.

Independent 
Funeral Directors

& Memorial
Consultants

Personal service from Philip Gray 
Dip. FD MBIFD

Diploma Holder

1 Aughton Road, Swallownest 
Sheffield S26 4TF  

Tel: 0114 287 5202  (Memorial Showroom)

NAMM Installers

Estd 1814

• 24 Hour Service • 

• Pre-paid Funeral 
Plans Available •

• Floral Tributes • 

• Private Chapels of Rest •

• Memorialisation • 

• Catering •

www.gefoersfunerals.co.uk

Brinsworth Foot Clinic
chiropodist and general foot care

 • Diabetic patients treated
 • Home visits every Friday
 • HCPC Registered
 •	 Westfield	Registered
 • Covid-19 Secure & Required PPE

Open Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 
To book an appointment please call 

01709 360851 
Jayne Walker MSSCh MBChA

71 Brinsworth Lane, Brinsworth, Rotherham, S60 5BS





2021 Parish Council
Events 

  SUNFLOWER GROWING              
   COMPETITION

       Check out detail to be given on our website & facebook page.

  BRINSWORTH IN 
   BLOOM COMPETITION
 Prizes for winners . Under 12’s category & adults. 
             Just email your entries to us by 6th August.

 
  HARVEST FESTIVAL       

 SERVICE 
      Donations to be given to Rotherham’s 

        homelessFuture   
  Events!
Our provisionally planned list of 2021 events 
and we’re still hopeful to make some exciting 
additions. 

The current planned events are scheduled for:

BRINSWORTH 
VILLAGE FETE
- July 11th -

FIREWORKS DISPLAY
- November 6th -

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
SERVICE
- November 14th -

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
SWITCH ON PARTY
- November 26th -

Facebook: Brinsworth Parish Council or www.brinsworthparishcouncil.gov.uk


